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V. the japanese defeats in south east asia and the pacific
The Casablanca Conference in January, 1943, remodelled the
system of command under which Allied operations on the eastern
frontier of India had hitherto been conducted. These were no
longer to be the responsibility of General Auchinleck, the Com-
mander-in-Chief in India, but. of the chief of a new South East
Asia Command, Lord Louis Mountbatten, and his task was to open
up new routes of land and air supply to China and to reconquer
Burma. So much preliminary work was needed, however, that the
Japanese were able to launch preventive attacks which, though
eventually repelled with loss, delayed the completion of our
preparations.
The first act of the 1944 campaign was a new offensive by the
XVth Indian Corps in Arakan, again with Akyab as its objective.
Its two Indian divisions, the 5th and the 7th, pushed forward on
either side of the Mayu range, with the third, the 8ist West
African Division, acting as flankguard in the Kaledan valley to the
east. As our final assault was being prepared on the Japanese
defences on the Maungdaw-Buthidaung road, the enemy, suddenly
striking eastward in force from the Mayu valley against the flank
and rear of the 7th Division, surrounded and isolated it, and pushed
on to cut the rearward communications of the 5th Division west of
the Mayu range. • Disaster appeared inevitable, but thanks to the
system of large-scale air supply to ground troops first practised by
Wingate's raiders in 1943, the isolated portions of the 7th Division
were able to hold out in extemporised defences until the 5th
Division's rear communications were restored and our reserves,
the 26th Division on the east and the 36th Division on the west side
of the range, could launch a counter-offensive for their relief.
Before the end of February the danger in Arakan was over, and the
Japanese, who had lost more than half the 8,000 men engaged in the
battle, withdrew to positions covering Akyab, leaving Maungdaw
and Buthidaung in our hands. Following on this victory in Arakan,
General Wingate's 3rd Indian (actually an all-British) Division,
which he had specially organised and trained as a long-range
penetration formation, was in early March launched into northern
Burma by road and air to disrupt the hostile communications
between Indaw and Myitkina. Its two airborne brigades operating
from improvised aerodromes in the jungle to the east, struck west-
wards to unite with the third brigade, which was moving east by
land route from the upper Chindwin, and with General StilwelTs
Chinese-American force, which was advancing from Ledo at the
head of the Bengal-Assam railway along the Hukawng and Mogaung
valleys, and building the projected line of the new supply road to
China as it went. The 3rd Division, after raiding and cutting the

